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Abstract

This research focuses on olive oil and its impact on the expansion of Roman ambitions
in North Africa. Its importance lies in highlighting the role of economic motives in colonial
expansion. The research seeks to achieve several objectives, including: tracing Roman activities
in exploiting North African lands, reviewing Rome's objectives behind expanding the
establishment of olive groves in North Africa, identifying the arrangements approved by the
Roman Government for collecting taxes imposed on oil production, and the methods used in
shipping and trading it. The research problem focuses on the importance of olive oil and its
impact on strengthening or expanding Roman ambitions in North Africa. The research adopted
a historical approach, which relies on narrating and analyzing events whenever possible. The
research concluded with several findings, including: that North Africa contributed significantly
to supplying Rome's olive oil needs during the period between the second and third centuries
AD; and that the Roman colonization of the region achieved two objectives simultaneously:
first, acquiring as much arable land as possible; and second, facilitating the connection of these
areas to Rome's centers of control and influence via seaports, especially since olive oil had
become an essential commodity in the daily lives of Roman citizens, rich and poor alike.
Therefore, Rome spared no effort to ensure its continued supply.

Keywords: olives, oil, Anona, olive press, Rome, North Africa.
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