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Abstract

The Acropolis of Athens represents a unique intersection of religion, politics, and art in the
classical Greek city-state. Following the Persian Wars (Mndwoi [16Aepot) in the fifth century
BCE, the Acropolis was rebuilt as a symbolic platform reflecting Athens’ (A6fjvar) cultural and
political supremacy and its leadership in the Greek world. The architectural and sculptural
program, including the Parthenon (ITap6evmv), Propylaia (ITpordlaia), and monumental statues
such as Athena Parthenos (ABnva ITapBévog) by Phidias (®@ewdiag), functioned as tools for
reproducing symbolic power and reinforcing collective identity. This study demonstrates how
spatial planning, visual experience, and religious symbolism conveyed political messages to
Athenians and visitors alike, making the Acropolis not only a religious site but a space of
civilizational and intellectual authority.

Key words: Acropolis, Athens, Parthenon, classical art, power, symbolism, architecture.
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